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Creativity: It

City Of Joy Can Be

Paris Of The East By

Playing To Its Strengths, Feel Panellists

Times News Network

rom the City of Joy to
the Paris of the East —
it's but a small jump,
feel some of Kolkata's
top-notch entrepre-

neurs and business honchos.
Harsh Neotia, the chairman
of Ambuja Neotia Group, thinks

Kolkata can truly be the coun-
ry’s creative capital. “It 1s more
logical to do that, rather than
trying to make it an industrial
hub,” he sald.

Abhishek Rungta, the found-
er of Indus Net Technologies
and president of TiE, argued
that Kolkata has always been a
creative and cultural city “We
should try to do the creative side
of buslness,” he felt. “Bullding
business does not always mean
large money. We can make an
Uber or Google of India, which
can change people’s lives.”

Neotia and Rungta were
part of a panel discussion held
last week to launch Times In-
novation Challenge, a part of
the ‘Kolkata Once More, Phirey
Esho Kolkata® initiative, which
celebrates the resurgence of
Kolkata. The idea is to provide a
platform for Kolkata-based idea-
‘tors to transform ideas to actlon.

Panellists included Debashis

Sen, additional chief secre-
tary, IT department; Prashant
Jalan, founder and chairman,
Bengal Nestor's Industries Lim-
1ted; Subhrangshu Sanyal, CEO,
IIM Calcutta Innovation Park;
Manisha Sharaf, co-founder of
Truckhall and Superprocure;
Chandradeep Mitra, a professor
at IIM Calcutta; and Suvayu Ray,
project director, project manage-
ment division, PWC.

Sen pointed out that Kolkata
has virtually been the unspoken
innovation capital of Indla for
decades. According to him, the
Bengal government was creating
an ecosystem for startups across
the state. “We are actively doing
lot of things,” he said.

Sen added that the IT and
MSME departments were jointly
working to set up a centre of in-
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TALKING HEADS: (Above and
right) Panellists at the Times
Innovation Challenge; (left)
audience members listen to
the discussions

4.0,” he said. Incidentally, Indus-
ry 4.0 1s the subset of the fourth
industrial revolution that con-
cerns industry The fourth in-
dustrial revolution encompasses
areas that are not normally clas-
sified as Industry, such as smart
clties.

Sen pointed out that the real

» Last date for registration |
October 6, 2019

o Ideas should be
Kolkata-centric, which you
think can make Kolkata a
better place to live in

novation. “Tt is called Fujisoft-
Vara-Webel Centre for Excel-
lence for Innovation for Industry

would be to solve real-
life problems through innova-
tion. “We need innovative ways
to tackle solid waste manage-
ment. People are living longer.
What is the solution for them to
have a stress-free life? We have
done Snehodiya [a retirement
haven for senior citizens]. But
we need more such things.”

Ray, who works closely with
the state government, said the

novationchallenge.com k
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primary focus of the state gov-
ernment is to create jobs, so in-
novation should be in line with
that. Jalan believes the main
thing 1s not to copy others.
“Whatever we do, we should try
to be original. Mentoring and
handholding is also very impor-
tant,” he added.

Students from leading edu-
cational institutes — St Xavier's
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College, Jadavpur University,
Amity University, Heritage In-
stitute, IISER and GMIT — were
gathered in large numbers for
the panel discussion.

‘The partners for the program
were IIM Calcutta Innovation
Park as knowledge partner, Neo-
Tech Hub as Incubation partner,
TIE and Nasscom as mentoring
partners.

'S Kolkata’s biz buzz

‘Not just money focus,

innovate

to solve

problems and inspire’

Abhro Banerjee &
Abhishek Chakraborty

g0 beyond the sole idea of

making money and place
more Importance to innovation,
felt the panel of experts at the
Times Innovation Challenge
Kolkata. Budding entrepreneurs
should explore the country for
a better understanding of the
startup scene and work on plans
to upgrade their businesses.

“It's not always about rals-
ing funds and making money.
The idea should be to try out
and explore newer problem-
solving methods. The primary
focus should be on innovation.
Startups should see what new
can they bring to the business,”
sald Abhishek Rungta, founder,
Indus Net Technologies.

Rungta’s advice was for start-
ups to start out with co-entre-
preneurship, which would help
them 1deate better. “Kolkata has
been the hub of creativity We
should come up with something
that is more creative than hi-
tech,” he added.

The experts stressed that
Kolkata's startups should have a
problem-solving spirit.

“Startups should be aware of
‘what is happening in other cities
as well and not restricted to the
city,” sald Prashant Jalan. “By
this, we can innovate more and
copy less. Corporates in Kolkata
should come forward to support
startups with potential problem-
solving ideas. Only this can help

gtanups in Kolkata need to

‘A moment during the panel
discussion

us Erow better.”

Suvayu Ray, project direc-
tor, PwC's project management
division, also stressed the im-
portance of innovation. “Inne-
vation is extremely important
to create jobs. The government
hands out funds to innovators
t0 create jobs based on transpar-
ent selectlon process. For this,
we announced a hackathon on
August 15" he said. “Winning
is not important. If the solution
has got takers — within or out-
side the government — it will be
adopted.

Subhmn@hu Sanyal, CEO,
M Calcutta Innovation Park,
said: “The first challenge for en-
trepreneurship is to inspire the
vouth to find solutions. Hack-
athons should encourage open
innovation and ask youngsters
to find problems first. This may
shed light on areas that we never
knew exist
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70-year-old falls while |soe: ey Indian Museum
I H
Judicial custody month-old sonseriously ill in In dOCtor .
- Bansdroni on Tuesday. Cops
boardin bI.IS, runover = = shon, | deathcase gets new director
Mondal, had consumed poison
aghib Parwez, who is and tried to kill her son. They Dwaipayan.Ghosh
accused of mamming his have not ruled out the possibi- @timesgroup.com Times News NeTwork Purohit, who was accu-
D Jaguarintoa Mercedes, lity of homicide. “Kobita sed of sexually harassing an
I’I ver resulting in the death of two  started vomiting since Monday | KolKata: The police have dect- : Kolkata: Rajesh Purohit, intern at Indian Museum,

ded to carTy Out a narco test on

‘who was the director of Indi-

Bangladeshi residents last. night. Her son Abhijit showed ‘was senton leave on Monday.

BOO ked FO r month, was sent to judicial the same symptoms. Bibhash the brother of a48yearolddoc- ;| an Museum, wasrepatriated Museum sourcesrevealed he

. custody till September 8. The  Mondal (24), her husband, a tor; Chandreyi Das Chowdhury, : to Allahbad Museum on wasaskedtogoon leavetofa-

N e I| ence scion of the Arsalan group had  rickshaw-puller by profession, | Whodied14monthsago. ‘Monday. Arijit Dutta Chowd- ~cilitatefreeand fair probe in-
g g fled to Dubai immediatety took them to a local doctor on Thedecision was takenafter : hury became thenew Indian  totheallegations.

after the accident and the Monday evening. The doctor the victim's brother, Joy(40), ag- : Museum director, the oldest Purohit could not be con-

Times News NETWORK family turned in his younger reportedly did not provide any reed tothe test. Thewoman was : and biggest heritage treasu-  tacted despite several at-

brother, Arsalan. Raghib was  medicine to Kobita but treated found dead at her residence on : re trove of the country Ina  tempts. Themessagessent to
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Cops believe the woman was  ing between Esplanade and of abuilding'scorner. Adhikari, a resident Assam's the burglary. The cops have station, stated the death washo- : he 18 also the director gene- Museum officials, who
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redacaseof deathdue torash und that 19 accidents taking Pandey Thecopssaid they will ‘Womankills self, booty was recovered from According to police sources, : Museum top post isnotnew, known for his unwavering
and negligent driving and are  place in the past two months  be speaKing to transport ex- ‘poisons’ child them. The three were identifi- Chandreyl lived on the third flo- : ashewasat the helm of affa- focus on museum admini-
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ver of the government bus, getting off moving buses, co-  rers in this regard. “The AC found dead and her nine-  the CCTV footage. theirmother, Kalyani (73). centenary celebration. at the museum said.
which plies between Behalal4  ming in front buses and slip- Butit

number and New Town, has
been arrested.
In another incident, a

ping off the footboard. The
mOSst recent one saw a 46-year-
old tailor standing on the foot-

18 the private sector; Whom we
want to regulate,” said an offl-
cer.

BJP’s Mukul
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Garden Reach kids cartwheel into internet

visits Sovan

Times News Network

residence

sensations, win praise from Nadia Comaneci

Rao. “When I saw them per-
form, I could not resist the te-

Kolkata: Twelve-year-old Jas- mptation of recording them
Kolkata: Sovan Chatterjee and hika Khan from Garden Reach anduploadingthem theonsoci-
Baisakhi had and her classmate, layeapolﬂ almedia,” Raoadded.
BJPleader Mukul Roy asa guest Mohammad Eizazuddin, had His efforts didn’t go In vain.
at thelr Golpark apartment on noideathata15-second videoof Onseeing the video, Comaneci
Tuesday, twodaysafter Balsakhl them performing a combina- —whoscoredaperfectl0inMo-
told reporters on Saturday that tlon of cartwheels and somers- ntreal Olympics in 1976—Twe-
both of them wanted t0 be re- aults on their way toschool wo- eted: “This is awesome.” Nadi-
lieved from BJP a party they had uld turn them into an interna- . - N a's tweet was immediately re-
recently joined from Trinamool. tional sensation. The video,re.  Scréen-grabs of Jashika and Eizazuddin in action sponded by Union minister of
Roy's visitsent outsignals in corded by their dance teacher  dance for the past four years. bourhood, isa state for sports Rijiju, who wro-
the BJP circles that the party for fun and posted online, cau-  Since they had interest ingym-  driverandhermotherworksin  of thetown. “Iwanttocontinue  te in his tweet: “I'm happy that
‘was not looking to burn bridges ght the attention of gymnast nastics, Istarted their physical a tailoring shop, while Azajud-  with my dance. I love dancing  @nadiacomanecilOtweeted
with the former mayor. “We ex- Nadia Comaneci, whosharedit  training three years ago. They  din'sparentsare labourers. ‘but if there is any opportuni it!.... it becomes very special. I
pressed our foelings toRoy”said | The Vinod Gupta School of Management (VGSoM), IIT Kharagpur, onherTwitterhandle. are natural talents. Most im- , I'would love to  have urged to introduce these
Chatterjee after the meeting, | recently organized a pri in with MoS (sports) Kiren Rijju  portantly Jashika and Eiza- BothEfzamddinandJashi  takeituptoo,”saidLovely Kids to me”. “The state 1s keen
makingitclearhewasyettotake | the institute's Marketing and Advertising (MAD) Club to felicitate has also hisinterest zuddin love doing this. They Ka, who ispopularly Known m Thoughtheirteacherasked — on inspiring talented kids. T've
afinaldecision. Bandyopadhyay | students, who conducted a drive on behalf of TOL ET, ET Sunday and tomeet the twoandministerof — arehardly aware that theirmo-  the locality as ‘Lovely’, are yet  them not to perform on hard  asked them tocome toNetajiin-
had said on Saturday: "Wedon't | ET Wealth. The top 15 ded VGSoM d state Lakshmi Ratan Shuklals  ves are considered world stan-  to come to terms with thelr  surface, the two went ahead  Goor stadium. I will help them
want to bother any BJP leader | Prabina Rajib and MAD Club faculty coordinator Biplab Dutta stressed settofelicitatethemattheNeta-  dard among gymnasts” Sek- newfound celebrity status. and turned cartwheels on the personally and see to it that
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waantusm be [e].leved_ We matmaslenmsa\ﬁskll\swasanmummnaﬂafacwlrmnhmmss jiindoor Rao, their sa- They seem to be hardly aware  road, their heavy schoolbags they get proper help from the
ay ol "o dge. Chaser Express won the ¥“T have been teaching them ld.mmmtsafmesamenejgh that their gymnastics moves on their back, just to impress  government,” Shukla told TOL
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